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by Pastor announced to them in an unconventional way.

Bob Reid Iroughout his Gospel Luke records people being

afraid when God invades their personal world (5:10, 26;

7:16; 8:25, 37, 50; 9:34, 45). It appears that people want

a God who is predictable, explainable, and conventional.

Often the God who is revealed in Scripture, however,

chooses not to manifest these attributes. Humanity re-

. sponds with great shock and fear as they see God choos-

Temple, is confronted by the supernatural jnq 1o work outside of human convention to accomplish

appearance of an angel of the Lord and he s sovereign purposes in ful*lling His divine preroga-

responds with fear (Luke 1:11-12). What causes;jye |magine such audacityDGod acting like God$

. ° :
this fear? God had chosen to ansyver his prayer for God does the same thing today as He did that "rst
a son, a message that should cause 2joy and gladness®

Christmas over 2,000 years ago. He comes into our
(2:13). Yet when God answers that prayer unexpectedl y d

. . . orld, sometimes unexpectedly and perhaps in an un-
at an unlikely time (18), and in an unorthodox manner, .. .
. ) _ timely manner. Maybe God announces an unexplainable
Zacharias reacts with fear. !e angel challenges him to

. message (like mercy and grace that we do not deserve$)
anot be afraid.° . . . .
in some unimaginable or unconventional way. Our

When an angel appears to the virgin Mary with the yegponse is often like these characters in the Christmas
announcement that she is to be blessed and is to have &ory: we fear.

special child called the Son of the Highest (Luke 1:26-

33), her heart immediately "lls with fear, and she is h i | q ;
hallenged to 2not be afraid® (30). Her reaction to the we see how we must ultimately respond to our fears.
¢ ' Zacharias obeyed. Mary yielded to God's will. e shep-

gnexpected messenger with an unex-plainable MES" herds checked out the message they heard and then
ZE?eeDShe’ a virgin, would have a chilabseems r€aS0Nyeclared it to others. Fears do come to us in this fallen
' world. Will we respond to them by faith in God? Or will

Shepherds in silence caring for a #ock of sheep on e fear paralyze us or propel us toward some unprot-
a dark Judean hillside (Luke 2:8-14) are told, *Do not 4p|e response?

- : ;
be afraid,® (10) when they encounter the unimaginable Jesus, the Prince of Peace, announced peace to a

jRaal anocls with the unbelievable gL e world that lacked peace (John 14:27). He does the same
there could be 2on earth peace, goodwill toward men® _ . . . :
thing in our day. In this Christmas season, let us carry

i oS
B 2s cgunter AL hls_toncal SISt the message of peace to a world that clearly needs an
day as the nation of Israel squirmed under the bondage

antidote to their pervasive fear.
of Rome rule. 'e shepherds' response of fear appears B
reasonable as they were faced with an unlikely prospect
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le Christmas record in
Scripture reveals a variety of
occasions where fear was woven
into the fabric of everyday life.

Zacharias, a priest serving in the

Looking further at these individuals, however,
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