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A recert survey done of unchurded people by ifeWa,
an gyercyof the Suthem Baptist Cawention, asled
peoge to regpond to this statemet, 2Clristians get on my
nerves®le result wasthat 72% 2@mewhat® or 2strongly
agreed? On the other hand, thee sare individuals in the
surveyreported that 89% hae atleast one absefriend
whois a Christian. 'e report concluded, @A majority of
unchurched Amercars are tuned o" bythe institutional
church and dn't havea biblicalunderstanding abut God
and Jess, yet they beleveJesismakes a positive di'er-
ence in a peyonslife and would enjoy andnest discus-
sion with a friend &ou spiritual matters®

le surveygives a di"erent \v@wof Christians than the
unchurched had in the early aysof the chuch. Doctor
Luke wiites that in thasedays Christians @/were highly
regardedby the peode® (Ads 5:13). e po wer of the Gos-
pelwas so dramtic and ¢namic that peofde were in awe
of these who were falwers of 2the wa° (Ads 9:2). le
intersection of belief and behgior was so @arthat people
sawgenuine Chriganity in the lives of the early belers.
A disonnecthas arisen in ouraybetween profession and
practice,and perhaps the urhurchedare nore aware of it
than the chuched

LifeWay Resarchdirector Ed $etzer noted, @A full
72 pecert of the people interiewedsai they think the
church “is full of hypociites.® He alded 2At the same time,
however, 71 pecert of the repondents said tleybelieve
Jewus ‘m&esa positive di‘erence in a pesorislife’ and 78
percert said they wouldbe wiling to listen' to ®meore
who warted to share vnat they beleved atout Christian-
ity.° | suppo one mi¢pt concludethat the unchurched
are rot impressd with the way Christians betve but
they are intrgued with the impact of Christ and would be
willing to hearmore abaut ittespecilly if it was from a
friend.

It is impartant for Christians to ead out beyand the
sphere of the Chrisan community and évdop mean-
ingful conrections with people in our wrld. As theysee
Christ lived in us, and as they hear oupsy of how God
is m&king a di"erercein our lives, it foms a foundation
for them to ask emequestons atout the 2reasm for the
hope that you hae®(1 Peer 3:15). lis will h appen if
wehawe domewhat Pder sa/s ealier in the verse: 2But in
your hearts &t apat Christ as lord.° When Jesisis the
ruling Lad of our lives, then He will be seen in our lives.
la t makesan impression upn the unchurched.
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le surveyreported, 2Only 28 percent of adtd 30
yeas and dder said they think Christians they lowtalk
to them too much abaut their beliefs® So,don't beafraid
to talk about Christ with your unchurbedfriends. As
Steazer onduded,®Even thaighthe urchurchedhawe a
confused viev of God and a mgative view of the chuch,
they are @erwhdmingly open to smeore sharing abut
their Christian faith.° He ads,2We think relgion is a
topic that is 0" -limits in polite canversaion, but un-
churched peote saythey would enjoyanversations atout
spirit ual matters®

In this Easter sasm, take the oportunity to share
with others vhat Christ has doein your life. We serve a
risen Saior who died for our sins, has been misrom
the dead is alive, and can change themal destiny of
thosewho regpond to the Good News ! atis a stoy
worth sharing#
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