—by Pastor Bob Reid

If youwere going to givene las
messag to those you lwe, what woud it be?

In John's gepd, chapters 13-17, we areat left won-

dering alout what Jesuswould say becawseHis last wads, ®ledwith
chdlenges and @myes, are peservedfor us. John reordedfor us ®meof

the most powerful and persnd words of ripture, spoken by Jesus just
hours before He would be areged, endure an iktgd and krutal trial, and
ultimately experiencea harible death for thoseHe loved.

le reare ®vaal pationsof Jess'lag messgethat patticularly chd-
lengemy heat. Jesusprayedfor His beleveas 2that they all may be e, as ¥u,
Father, are in Me,and | in You; that they also aybeonein Us, that the world
may believethat You sent Me® (17:21). As William Bly obsewedthis oneness he
noted, @It is not a unity of administrdion or omganzation¥a It is a unty of persoral
relationship. It was a unity ofdvefor which he prged a unity in whch peoge

lovedead other beawsethey loved Him, a unty basdentirely on the rehtionship
between heart and hear®

When swcha rebtionship is sfown to theworld, people will the notice. Jesus
knew this, and earlier in His last wds He @mmandedHis disciplesto 3ove one an-
other; as | haelovedyou, that you alsodve one another. By this all will lawthat
you are my disciples, ifou hawe lovefor one another® (13:34-35). Jasis essen-
tially saying,2!'e world will no tice Me in yuwhen they see Mydve manifested

in your relaionships with one anothe?

In the last40 years Chrisans in the Unied Stdes havetriedto have non-
belevers roticethem and acep the Chrisian mesage ! eyhawe triedto be
power brokers, popular persndities and mlitical movers and shkeas. 'e
Christian community triedto beculturally acepable but becane intellectu-

ally sdt, theologically ambguaus, marally neutral, and seidly disengge.
le result hasbea a Christianity that has lost its saltinessbits uniqueness

and is brightness of podaiming the Ga@d News of salation to a world in
spiritual darkness (Matthew 5:13-16).

le loss is so niiceable that Newsweek (April 13, 2009) ran adature ar-
ticle enitled,?le De clineand Fall of Chrisan America® le art icle reports
that the number of Amegars who claim no religus a" liation hasnealy
doublesince 1990, andgnde willing to descibe themselves as atheist or
agrostic hasincreasedfour-fold in that same peod. !is has led R. Albert
Mohler, Jr., presdent of Suthwestern Batist ! eological Seminary and
a leading evangetial to mndude that our ration is in a 2post-noden,
pog-Christian® era, mehlike Western Europe.
le antidote for sicha declineis not found in poliicd or cultural partnerships. !e solution for pushing back the
darkness was o#redin same of the lastwards of Jesus when Herayed, @l have given them Yur ward; and the world s
hatedthem becaisethey are ot of the world, just as | am not of the world. | do notgythat You take them out of the
world, but that Youshould legp them fromthe evil one.!e y are rot of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sdify
them by Your truth. Your wal is truth. As you sent Me o the world, | also lvesent them iro the world® (17:14-18).
Jeas' last wads essenially chdlenge us in sveal ways. Christians reedto be peoge of the Wordbboth kn owing
and oleying it. Christians eedto be wiling to be uniqueb®t apatb aswelive in the world, genif the world hates our

unigueness. Christiansaedto manifest a uniquedvefor one another and let that ieeove owto a world @edwith self-
certeredness and htred.

AsMohler cancluded, 2Being in the world and not of it remains our darge.le church is an ¢éernal presertein a fallen,
temporal worldBbut we are to lavein uen®.°May we be people of imenceusedby God to push back the darkness.
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