
If you were going to give one last 
message to those you love, what would it be? 

In John's gospel, chapters 13-17, we are not left won-
dering about what Jesus would say, because His last words, ® lled with 

challenges and prayers, are preserved for us. John recorded for us some of 
the most powerful and personal words of Scripture, spoken by Jesus just 
hours before He would be arrested, endure an illegal and brutal trial, and 

ultimately experience a horr ible death for those He loved.

! e re are several porti ons of Jesus' last message that particularly chal-
lenge my heart. Jesus prayed for His believers ªthat they all may be one, as You, 

Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world 
may believe that You sent Meº (17:21). As William Barclay observed this oneness he 
noted, ªIt is not a unity of administration or organization¼ It is a unity of personal 
relationship. It was a unity of love for which he prayed, a unity in which people 
loved each other because they loved Him, a unity based entirely on the relationship 
between heart and heart.º 

When such a relationship is shown to the world, people will take notice. Jesus 
knew this, and earlier in His last words He commanded His disciples to ªlove one an-
other; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one anotherº (13:34-35). Jesus is essen-
tially saying, ª! e world will no tice Me in you when they see My love manifested 
in your relationships with one another.º

In the last 40 years Christians in the United States have tri ed to have non-
believers notice them and accept the Christian message. ! ey have tried to be 
power brokers, popular personalit ies, and political movers and shakers. ! e 
Christian community tried to be culturally acceptable but became intellectu-
ally soft,  theologically ambiguous, morally neutral, and socially disengaged. 
! e  result has been a Christianity that has lost its saltinessÐits uniqueness 
and its brightness of proclaiming the Good News of salvation to a world in 
spirit ual darkness (Matthew 5:13-16). 

! e  loss is so noticeable that Newsweek (April  13, 2009) ran a feature ar-
ticle entitl ed, ª! e De cline and Fall of Christian America.º ! e art icle reports 
that the number of Americans who claim no religious a"  liation has nearly 
double since 1990, and people willing to describe themselves as atheist or 
agnostic has increased four-fold in that same period. ! is has led R. Albert 

Mohler, Jr., president of Southwestern Baptist ! eological Seminary and 
a leading evangelical, to conclude that our nation is in a ªpost-modern, 
post-Christianº era, much like Western Europe.

! e  antidote for such a decline is not found in political or cultural partnerships. ! e solution for pushing back the 
darkness was o# ered in some of the last words of Jesus when He prayed, ªI have given them Your word; and the world has 
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You take them out of the 
world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. ! e y are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctif y 
them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As you sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the worldº (17:14-18). 

Jesus' last words essentially challenge us in several ways. Christians need to be people of the WordÐboth kn owing 
and obeying it. Christians need to be willing to be uniqueÐset apartÐ as we live in the world, even if the world hates our 
uniqueness. Christians need to manifest a unique love for one another and let that love over ̄ ow to a world ® lled with self-
centeredness and hatred. 

As Mohler concluded, ªBeing in the world and not of it remains our charge. ! e  church is an eternal presence in a fallen, 
temporal worldÐbut we are to have in ̄ uence.º May we be people of in¯ uence used by God to push back the darkness.
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