
By Pastor Bob Reid

Crystal-ball gazers are polishing 
their spheres vigorously as the New 
Year approaches. ! i s past year has 
left many individuals with an impend-
ing sense of doom, especially for those 
who have chosen to mesmeriz e them-
selves with the tr ansmitt ed gloom 
of the 24/7 newscasts, Int ernet web 
sites, and blogs that operate to share 
common ignorances and mutual fears. 

Undeniably these are challenging times in 
which to live, and there are many uncertaint ies. 
! e  world faces a major worldwide ® nancial 
decline. Leadership in world governments is 
radically changing. Wars continue to grab the 
headlines, and many other wars rage. ! e planet 
continues to be abused by humanity with little 
consideration of the consequences. Injustices 
 ̄ourish, and people's inhumanity to others ex-

ceeds our capacity at times to even process such 
atrocities. 

Even closer to home the challenges seem 
massive. People fret about retir ement while 
others wish they still had a job from which to 
retire. ! e status of our health seizes our atten-
tion as the result of a troubling prognosis. We 
discover that ªFamily Feudº is more than a TV 
game show; it is a reality in the lives of people 
we deeply love. People shattered by the death 
of loved ones cannot comprehend how they can 
live with  such loss. Such challenges cause many 
to lower their eyes to the ground and, with  
stooped shoulders, just try to endure. To people 
overwhelmed with massive perplexities, the 
future is just another chapter in a continuing 
saga of painful existence. A New Year is not too 
exciti ng to them unless they get a ªdo-overº for 
the past year.

! o mas E. Dewey, a politician who unsuc-
cessfully ran for the presidency several times, 
said on one occasion, ªWe need not be afraid 
of the future, for the future will be in our own 
hands.º If our future, however, depended only 
upon human hands and solutions, I'd be con-
cerned. History is ® lled with examples of how 
people's feeble hands are incapable of resolving 
the problems of the world. ! ankfully, what we 
face in the future is not left alone to our own 
handsÐ or for that matter to politicians.

Someone has writt en, ªI said to the man who 
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Biblical Perspectives 
in Troubling Times
PROPHECY 
CONFERENCE
Special Speaker, Dr. Steve Herzig, 

is a Hebrew Christian who was raised in Orthodox Judaism. He came to know the 
Lord through a believing sister and brother-in-law and the ministry of !  e Friends 
of Israel. He is the Director of North American Ministries for ! e Fr iends of Israel 
Gospel Ministr y. Steve is also an adjunct professor at Philadelphia Biblical University, 
author of several books, and a sought-after conference speaker.

! e  conference at CMBC will be January 11 & 18 in all morning (8:15 & 10:45 "#) 
and evening (6:30 $#) services. See below for scheduled topics for each service.

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Sunday, January 11

8:15 & 10:45 AM

ªIsrael:!Past,!Present,!+!Futureº!-Romans!9.11/
6:30 PM

ªIsrael:!Miracle!Re.g ath ering!+!Retur nº! -Ezekiel!37/

Sunday, January 18
8:15 & 10:45 AM

ªIsrael:!Place!of!Messiah0s!Returnº! -Revelati on!19/
6:30 PM

ªIsrael:!Kingdom!on!Earthº!-I saiah!66/

God’s Hands or Ours? continued on page 2
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for more details about church activities

stood at the gate of the years, `Give me a light 
that I may safely tread into the unknown.' And 
he replied, `Go into the darkness and put your 
hand into the hand of God. ! at shall be unto 
you better than light and safer than any known 
way.'º ! is is s olid advice for all entering the New 
Year, whether burdened by the challenging times 
or not. ªPut your hand into the hand of God.º All 
years are challenging. It is just the degree of chal-
lenge that di% ers from year to year. ! e constant 
as we face a new year is a God who has promised, 
ª'Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.' 
So we may say with con® dence, `! e Lo rd is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to 
me?'º (Hebrews 13:5-6).

Prior to leaving his disciples who would live 
in an uncertain world, Jesus declared to them 
hope and comfort. He said, ªIn this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart* I have overcome 
the worldº (John 16:33). Later he said, ªSurely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the ageº 
(Matthew 28:20). ! e one who stilled storms, 
walked on water, healed the sick, raised the dead, 
turned water to wine, fed thousands with a few 

loves and ® shes, defeated demons, and who 
himself was raised from the dead, is the one who 
is with those who have trusted in Him. His is the 
hand into which I want to put my own as I face a 
new year. We faced challenges last year and will 
face them this year. But we do not have to face 
them alone and without the greatest resource of 
all: Jesus Christ.

Years ago a number of musicians, Elvis Presley 
among others, recorded a song entit led, ªPut 
Your Hand in the Hand.º ! e words they sang 
were: ªPut your hand in the hand of the man who 
stilled the water. Put your hand in the hand of 
the man who calmed the sea¼Put your hand in 
the hand of the man from Galilee.º ! a t's good 
advice for the New Year. Especially when you re-
alize that the ªman from Galileeº is Jesus Christ, 
who loved this troublesome world so much he 
was willing to die for us so we could be forgiven 
of our sins. Jesus has done and has promised 
to do wonderful things for those who trust him 
and commit their lives to him. Why not put your 
hand in the hand of the man from Galilee?     
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January & 
February

INFO       FLon the

Junior & Senior High
There are Youth Gatherings every 
Wednesday from 6:45-8:30 PM. Senior 
High meets in the Youth Building, and 
Junior High meets in the Youth Room.
Jan 16 Open Gym @ Linville Hill    

(6:30-9 $#)

Feb 13 Youth serving for Valentine's 
Banquet (6:30-8:30 $#)

Feb 20 Open Gym @ Linville Hill   
(6:30-9:00 $#)

Vis it CMBCYouth.org for complete details 
about all youth events.

50+ Club  For adults 50 and older

Jan 10 FREE Catered Lunch in Lefever 
Hall; Water Street Rescue Mis-
sion program; freewill o% ering 
for the mission (11 "#-2 $#)

Feb 12 Pizza & Games in Lefever Hall; 
Cost: +2; bring a snack or dessert 
and your favorite game  (11 "#-
2 $#) 

Women’s Ministry
Tuesday Tea
Meets every other Tuesday from 9:15-
11:15 AM. Meetings take place in Lefever 
Hall at the church unless otherwise noted. 
Free childcare for infants through age 5 is 
provided at the church.
Jan 20 Book Club Morning
Feb 3 Mary Hoyer Doll Clothes & Sew-

ing Tips
Feb 17 To be announced
Women’s Retreat
Jan 23-25 at Country Inn & Suites
Registration has closed. Questions? Con-
tact Barb Rohrer (717-687-9006).

Awana Grand Prix
! e  Awana Grand Prix will be held on January 
17 at CMBC. ! is family-oriented event allows 
clubbers to express their ingenuity by creating 
and racing their own wooden Grand Prix cars. 
Registration begins at 8:30 "#; the event begins 
at 9:00 "#.

February Library Storytime
How much does God love us? Join us on Febru-
ary 7 at the church from 9:30-10:30 "# as we 
® nd out. We'll be reading Let's Show God's Love 
on Valentine's Day by Greg Holder and be mak-
ing our own valentines. Children ages seven and 
under are invited to attend when accompanied 
by an adult.

Awana Bible Quizzing
Quizzing will be held at CMBC on February 21. 
Several of our T&T clubbers will be participat-
ing in this event, which motivates students to 

increase their Bible knowledge and tests their 
knowledge of the material in the T&T hand-
books. Registration begins at 8:30 "#, and the 
event begins at 9:00 "#.

Children’s Ministry Conference
All children's ministry volunteers or those think-
ing about volunteering are invited to attend the 
Children's Ministry Conference in York, PA, on 
February 28. Please contact Heather Ensslen for 
more details.

Summer 2009
Plans for the summer are already underway. We 
are planning to hold Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
again this summer. VBS will be July 12-16. 

An exciti ng addition to the events this sum-
mer is a week at Kingdom Quest Camp (held at 
Camp Joy El in Greencastle, PA). this week-long 
overnight camp experience will be held August 
3-7 and is for children who will have completed 
grades 3-6. An information meeting about camp 
will be held immediately following the second 
service on April 5.

Heather’s Corner 
News from the Director of Children’s Ministries Sympathy

Please be in prayer for the following families who 
have lost loved ones recently:

Harold Beasley in the death of his wife, Inez, 
on October 31.
Emma Gro%  in the death of her husband, J. 
Paul Gro% , who passed away November 8.
Don & Judy Hershey in the death of Judy's 
mother, Iva Lantz, on November 12. Iva is 
the grandmother of Alison Richter and Chris 
Hershey.
Dave Fisher in Illinois in the loss of his wife, 
Doris, on November 21. ! e Fishers have 
served with Trans World Radio for many years 
and are members of our missionary family.
Ed & Kathy Lapp in the death of Kathy's sister, 
Gladys Gro% , on November 25.
Marlin & Beth Stoltzfus in the loss of Marlin's 
mother, Polly Stoltzfus, on November 25. Polly 
is David Stoltzfus's grandmother.
Jim & BJ Musser in the death of BJ's sister, 
Jeanette Washburn, on December 4. Jeanette 
is Beth Stoltzfus's aunt and David Stoltzfus's 
great-aunt.
Je%  & Vickie Marti n in the loss of Je% 's father, 
Dave Martin , on December 8.
Frank & Emma Lehman in the death of their 
son, Philip Lehman, on December 13. Philip is 
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Mary Loney's brother.
Friends and family of John Eby, who passed 
away December 21.
Mel & Pam Lapp in the death of Mel's mother, 
Lucy Lapp, on December 26.

Congratulations
Allen & Karen Vailliencourt are rejoicing in 

the birth of a son, Josiah Allen, who joined their 
family November 15. Bruce & Sue Curlett are 
also rejoicing in this ® rst grandchild.

Kenneth & Magdelena DeVault are rejoicing 
in the birth of Adam Raymond, who joined their 
family November 19. Also rejoicing is Adam's 
proud grandmother, Ruth Ann DeVault.

Chad & Lindsey Heller have been blessed with 
twin girls, Riley Rose and Sophia Grace, who 
were born November 25. Sharing in the joy are 
new grandparents, Rob & Barb Hess.

Jeremy Leaman graduated from the Pennsyl-
vania State Police Academy December 5.

Jake & LaceAnn Pranckun are rejoicing in 
the birth of a son, Hollis Peter, who joined their 
family December 19. Sharing in the joy are proud 
grandparents, Bud & Brenda Feerrar, and great-
grandparents, Harold & Peggy Feerrar.

James & Lauren (Hess) Herr were united in 
marriage at CMBC on December 27. Lauren is 
the daughter of Rob & Barb Hess.

·

·

CMBCfamily news

Saturday, February 13
6:30-8:30 PM
in Lefever Hall

Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee. 
CMBC youth will be helping to make this a 

special evening for CMBC adults.

Sign up in the lobby beginning Sunday, January 11.
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