
By Pastor Bob Reid
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A recent survey done of unchurched people by 
LifeWay, an agency of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, asked people to respond to this state-
ment, ªChristians get on my nerves.º ! e  result 
was that 72% ªsomewhatº or ªstrongly agreed.º 
On the other hand, those same individuals in 
the survey reported that 89% have at least one 
close friend who is a Christian. ! e report con-
cluded, ªA majorit y of unchurched Americans are 
turned o"  by the institutional church and don't 
have a biblical understanding about God and 
Jesus, yet they believe Jesus makes a positive 
di" erence in a person's life and would enjoy an 
honest discussion with a friend about spiritual 
matters.º

! e  survey gives a di" erent view of Chris-
tians than the unchurched had in the early days 
of the church. Doctor Luke writes that in those 
days Christians ª¼were highly regarded by the 
peopleº (Acts 5:13). ! e po wer of the Gospel 
was so dramatic and dynamic that people were 
in awe of these who were followers of ªthe wayº 
(Acts 9:2). ! e inters ection of belief and behav-
ior was so clear that people saw genuine Christi-
anity in the lives of the early believers. A discon-
nect has arisen in our day between profession 
and practice, and perhaps the unchurched are 
more aware of it than the churched. 

LifeWay Research director Ed Stetzer noted, 
ªA full 72 percent of the people interviewed said 
they think the church ̀ is full of hypocrites.'º He 
added, ªAt the same time, however, 71 percent 

of the respondents said they believe Jesus 
`makes a positive di" erence in a person's life' 
and 78 percent said they would ̀ be willing to 
listen' to someone who wanted to share what 
they believed about Christianity.º I suppose one 
might conclude that the unchurched are not 
impressed with the way Christians behave, but 
they are intrigued with the impact of Christ and 
would be willing to hear more about it±especial-
ly if it was from a friend.

It is important for Christians to reach out 
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Set your clocks
AHEAD one hour 
Sunday, March 8

Getting on People’s Nerves? continued on page 2

SPECIAL CONFERENCE EVENTS
Missionary Banquet
Sunday, March 15, 5:00 PM

For the entire church family and    
missionary guests
Every family is asked to bring a main 
dish, and if your last name begins with  
A-K, please bring a side dish or salad; L-
Z, a dessert to share with others.

Ladies’ Lunch
Saturday, March 20, 11:00 AM-2:00 PM

For ladies age twelve and older and mis-
sionary ladies
Enjoy a time of good food and fellowship 
at Revere Tavern. Sign up in the church 
lobby. Cost: $10.00 per person. No child-
care is provided.

Youth Night
Friday, March 20, 7:00-11:30 PM

For teens in grades 7-12
Come out to get to know our missionary 
guests a little better. ! ere will be l ots of 
opportunit ies to interact with our guests 
and to hear their hearts for missions as 
we eat, listen, and play. Cost: $5.00. Sign 
up on the Youth bulletin board. 

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, March 21, 7:15-9:00 AM

For men and boys in the church and mis-
sionary men
Come enjoy a delicious breakfast and 
fellowship at Kinzer Fire Hall. Sign up in 
the church lobby. Cost: $7.00 for men; 
$6.00 for those under age 12.

Children’s Program
Each age group of children will have mul-
tiple opportunit ies to meet our mission-
ary guests throughout the week, includ-
ing at Awana on Wednesday evening. On 
Monday, Tuesday, and ! ursday evening 
there will be additional opportunit ies for 
children to do several hands-on projects.  
Each child (K-6) who attends will receive 
a ªMissions Conference Passport.º ! is 
passport will list all the children's events. 
Children will receive a stamp for each ses-
sion they attend and will earn a special 
incentive for completing the passport. 

For!a!complete!conference!schedule!
and!list!of!participants,!visit! our !
website:!www.cal varymonument.org
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for more details about church activities

beyond the sphere of the Christian community 
and develop meaningful connections with people 
in our world. As they see Christ lived in us, and 
as they hear our story of how God is making a 
di" erence in our lives, it forms a foundation for 
them to ask some questions about the ªreason 
for the hope that you haveº (1 Peter 3:15). ! is 
will happen if we have done what Peter says 
earlier in the verse: ªBut in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord.º When Jesus is the ruling Lord of 
our lives, then He will be seen in our lives. ! at 
makes an impression upon the unchurched. 

! e  survey reported, ªOnly 28 percent of 
adults 30 years and older said they think Chris-
tians they know talk to them too much about 
their beliefs.º So, don't be afraid to talk about 

Christ with your unchurched friends. As Stetzer 
concluded, ªEven though the unchurched have 
a confused view of God and a negative view of 
the church, they are overwhelmingly open to 
someone sharing about their Christian faith.º 
He adds, ªWe think religion is a topic that is 
o" -limits in polite conversation, but unchurched 
people say they would enjoy conversations about 
spirit ual matters.º

 In this Easter season, take the opportunity 
to share with others what Christ has done in 
your life. We serve a risen Savior who died for 
our sins, has been raised from the dead, is alive, 
and can change the eternal destiny of those who 
respond to the Good News. ! at is a story worth 
sharing#

Getting on People’s Nerves? continued from back

March & April
INFO       FLon the

Junior & Senior High
There are Youth Gatherings every 
Wednesday from 6:45-8:30 PM. Senior 
High meets in the Youth Building, and 
Junior High meets in the Youth Room.
Mar 13 Open Gym & Linville Hill   

(6:30-9:00 *+)
Mar 20 Missions Conference Youth 

Night (see page one for de-
tails)

Apr 17 Open Gym & Linville Hill   
(6:30-9:00 *+)

Apr 24-25 Small Group Events for guys 
and girls

Mark!your!calendars: PBU JAM is May 
29-31; ! e War is June 10-12
Vis it CMBCYouth.org for complete details 
about all youth events.

50+ Club  For adults 50 and older

Mar 16 Serving Lunch to Missions Con-
ference Guests

Apr 4 Hymn-Sing at Harrison House & 
Quarryville Presbyterian Home

Apr 22 50 Plus Expo in Downingtown. 
Transportation on your own.

Pick up a ! yer for more details about 50+ 
Club events.

Women’s Ministry
Tuesday Tea
Meets every other Tuesday from 9:15-
11:15 AM. Meetings take place in Lefever 
Hall at the church unless otherwise noted. 
Free childcare for infants through age 5 is 
provided at the church.
Mar 3 Book Club Morning
Mar 17 NO meeting (Missions Confer-

ence)
Mar 31 Cooking & Tightwad Tips with 

Bonnie Martin
Apr 14 Gardening with                   

Yvonne Pratt
Apr 28 Closing Brunch

Good Friday Service
April 10; 7:00 PM
! e  theme of the Good Friday service is, ªLook-
ing Back to Live in Hope.º ! rough drama, Scrip-
ture, Communion, and music, we will re¯ ect on the 
Cross as the anchor for our souls.

Easter Sunday
April 12; 8:15 & 10:45 AM

Our Resurrection Morning celebration will take place dur-
ing our 8:15 and 10:45 /+ worship services. ! rough the 
music of our Adult Choir and Redeemed Ringers, drama, and 
a message from Pastor Bob Reid, we will celebrate the triumph 
of our Savior. ! e re will be no evening service on April 12.

Winter Playdates
Children accompanied by an adult are invited for 
some indoor play on March 10 & 24 and April 
7 & 21. ! ere will be several activiti es available 
for the children to enjoy from 10:00-11:30 /+ 
in Room 21. Note: Playdates will be canceled if 
Pequea Valley Schools are delayed or canceled.

Awana Games & Sparks-A-Rama
! e se sports activiti es give clubbers the op-
portunity to compete with other area Awana 
clubs. Both events will be held at Mount Calvary 
Church in Elizabetht own, PA. ! e Sparks-A-
Rama for Sparks clubbers begins at 9:00 /+, fol-
lowed by Awana Games for T&T clubbers. Come 
cheer for our clubbers.

Library Storytime
When two caterpillars begin spinning their co-
coons, one becomes lazy and decides life would 
be much more fun if he spent his time playing 
instead of working. Will this caterpillar ® nish 
his work in time to become a butter ̄y? Join as 
at the church from 9:30-10:30 /+ on April 25 as 
we take a look at butter ̄i es and learn that being 
responsible has its own rewards. At Storytime 
we'll read  ! e !Nineteenth!of!Maquerk, create a fun 
snack, and design our own butter ̄y  craft.

Summer Volunteer Recruitment
Summer is only a few months away. Recruitment 
for our summer children's programs begins 
March 1. Begin praying about how you might 
serve the Lord this summer by ministering to 
the children of CMBC and our community. For 
descriptions of the available positi ons, pick up 
a copy of the ªSummer 2009 Volunteer Oppor-
tunit iesº booklet from the Children's Ministry 
bulletin board in the church lobby or contact 
Heather Ensslen at (717) 442-8161 or by email: 
heathere@calvarymonument.org

Summer Programs
Registration for our children's ministry sum-
mer programs begins April  1. Pick up registra-
tion forms at the summer display in the church 
lobby. ! e pr ograms this summer include: 
Heroes of the Faith & Future for children in 
K-5 (Wednesdays beginning May 20); Veggie 
Connections for children ages 3-5 (Wednes-
days beginning May 20); Vacation Bible School 
(July 12-16); and Extreme Challenge Camp for 
children who will have completed grades 3-6 
(August 3-7). An information meeting about 
camp will be held immediately following the 
second service on April 5. Make plans to join us 
for these exciting events#

Heather’s Corner News from the Director of Children’s Ministries

Sympathy
Please be in prayer for the following families who 
have lost loved ones recently:

Don & Jane Foltz in the death of Don's niece, 
Sonya Barley, on December 25
Cli"  & Grace Boyd in the loss of Cli" ' s sister, 
Vonnie Sluder, on January 4
Jeremy & Dawn Oatman in the death of Jere-
my's grandfather, Tom Gottier, on January 7
Craig & Carol Long after the death of Craig's 
father, Jack Long, on January 17
Friends and family of Jeremiah Eisenhower, 
who passed away January 18
Steve & Tammy Adams after the death of 
Steve's grandmother, Elizabeth Herr, on Janu-
ary 26
Dave & Julie Armstrong in the loss of Dave's 
sister, Tempie Armstrong, on January 27
Eby & Gladys Kreider in the death of Eby's 
brother, Clyde Kreider, on January 30. Clyde 
is the uncle of Emily Gordley and the great-
uncle of Alan and Andy Gordley.
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Bill & Marion Maxwell in the loss of Bill's 
brother, Joe Maxwell, on January 30
Chester Millisock after the death of his 
mother, Martha Millisock, on February 13
! e  family of Violet Rineer who passed away 
February 16. Violet is the mother of Gary and 
Ron Rineer.
LeRoy Stoltzfus after the death of his wife, 
Edythe Stoltzfus, on February 16
Fred & ! elma H omsher after the death of 
Fred's brother, Wayne, who passed away Feb-
ruary 22.

Congratulations
Lance & Shannon Feerrar are rejoicing in the 

birth of Lukus Hunter on January 15. Sharing 
in the joy are proud grandparents, Bud & Brenda 
Feerrar, and great-grandparents, Harold & Peggy 
Feerrar.

Mike & Claudia Landis are rejoicing in the 
birth of a daughter, Eleanor Mary, who joined 
their family February 11.
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