
National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 7

Nationwide Focus
Visit www.ndptf.org

Lancaster County Events
Visit www.lancasterndp.com for local events taking place throughout the day.

Community Gatherings
Join in the community prayer time at the Paradise Community Park located 

off Route 30 near Stock Building Supply in Paradise. Drop in between 12:00 
and 1:00 PM. Visit www.lancasterndp.com for a list of other community 

prayer gatherings in Lancaster County.

By Pastor Bob Reid

If you were going to give one last 
message to those you love, what would it be? 

In John's gospel, chapters 13-17, we are not left won-
dering about what Jesus would say, because His last words, 
® lled with challenges and prayers, are preserved for us. 
John recorded for us some of the most powerful and per-
sonal words of Scripture, spoken by Jesus just hours before 

He would be arrested, endure an illegal and brutal trial, and 
ultimately experience a horr ible death for those He loved.
! e re are several porti ons of Jesus' last message that particu-

larly challenge my heart. Jesus prayed for His believers ªthat they 
all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they 
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent 
Meº (17:21). As William Barclay observed this oneness he noted, 
ªIt is not a unity of administration or organization¼ It is a unity of 
personal relationship. It was a unity of love for which he prayed, a 
unity in which people loved each other because they loved Him, 
a unity based entirely on the relationship between heart and 
heart.º 

When such a relationship is shown to the world, people will 
take notice. Jesus knew this, and earlier in His last words He 
commanded His disciples to ªlove one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By this all will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one anotherº 
(13:34-35). Jesus is essentially saying, ª! e world will notice 
Me in you when they see My love manifested in your rela-
tionships with one another.º

In the last 40 years Christians in the United States have 
tri ed to have non-believers notice them and accept the 
Christian message. ! ey have tried to be power brokers, 
popular personalit ies, and political movers and shakers. 
! e  Christian community tried to be culturally accept-
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Pushing Back the Darkness continued on page 3
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www.calvarymonument.org
for more details about church activities

able but became intellectually soft, theologi-
cally ambiguous, morally neutral, and socially 
disengaged. ! e result h as been a Christianity 
that has lost its saltinessÐits uniqueness and 
its brightness of proclaiming the Good News of 
salvation to a world in spiritual darkness (Mat-
thew 5:13-16). 

! e  loss is so noticeable that Newsweek 
(April  13, 2009) ran a feature article entitl ed, 
ª! e De cline and Fall of Christian America.º 
! e  article reports that the number of Ameri-
cans who claim no religious a"  liation has 
nearly double since 1990, and people willing 
to describe themselves as atheist or agnostic 
has increased four-fold in that same period. 
! i s has led R. Albert Mohler, Jr., president of 
Southwestern Baptist ! eological Seminary 
and a leading evangelical, to conclude that our 
nation is in a ªpost-modern, post-Christianº 
era, much like Western Europe.

! e  antidote for such a decline is not found 
in political or cultural partnerships. ! e solu-
tion for pushing back the darkness was o# ered 
in some of the last words of Jesus when He 
prayed, ªI have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them because they are not of 
the world, just as I am not of the world. I do 
not pray that You take them out of the world, 
but that You should keep them from the evil 
one. ! ey are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your 
word is truth. As you sent Me into the world, I 
also have sent them into the worldº (17:14-18). 

Jesus' last words essentially challenge us 
in several ways. Christians need to be people 
of the WordÐboth kn owing and obeying it. 
Christians need to be willing to be uniqueÐset 
apartÐ as we live in the world, even if the 
world hates our uniqueness. Christians need to 
manifest a unique love for one another and let 
that love over ̄ ow to a world ® lled with self-
centeredness and hatred. 

As Mohler concluded, ªBeing in the world 
and not of it remains our charge. ! e  church 
is an eternal presence in a fallen, temporal 
worldÐ but we are to have in ̄ uence.º May we 
be people of in ̄ uence used by God to push 
back the darkness.

Pushing Back the Darkness 
continued from back

Spring is here$ ! e  2009 CMBC Softball season 
is underway. Come out and root for the team 
and enjoy a great time of fellowship with the 
CMBC family. A big thank you to this year's 
sponsors: Apple Auto Sales & Repair; Hirst 
Systems; Hostet ter  Realty; Overhead 
Door Company of Lancaster; Shivery 
Funeral Home; Je!  & Vickie Martin; and 
Dianne Albr igh t . Pick up a game schedule on 
the literature table in the church lobby. Visit 
www.unitedchur chsoftball.com  for game 
schedules and team standings.

P L AY
B A L L !

May & June
INFO       FLon the

Junior & Senior High
MIDWEEK Youth Gatherings are every 
Wednesday from 6:45-8:30 PM. Senior 
High meets in the Youth Building, and    
Junior High meets in the Youth Room.
May 15 Miniature Golf (6:30- 9 %&) 

Cost: *8
May 29-31 Junior High JAM @ PBU    

(Fri., 3:00 %&-Sun., 12:00 %&)
May 31 Senior High Service Project
Jun 7 Youth Service + OPEN MIC 

COFFEE HOUSE
Jun 12 Bon® re + Games (6:30-9 %&)
Jun 17-19 THE WAR (7-9 %&)
Jun 24 MIDWEEK Graduation        

Celebration
Vis it CMBCYouth.org for complete details 
about all youth events.

50+ Club  For adults 50 and older

May 14 Visit to Winterthur. Leaving   
the church at 8:30 /&. Cost *17. 
Sign-ups through May 3.

Jun 13 New York City Sightseeing Bus 
Trip. Sign up in the church  
lobby. Questions? Contact Yang 
Bontrager.

Pick up a ! yer for more details about 50+ 
Club events.

Women’s Ministry
May 1-3 Ladies' Ocean Getaway
June 13 Ladies' Scrapbooking Day          

(9 /&-9 %&)

CMBC Softball
May 1 Strasburg Lower Field (8:30 %&)
May 8 Strasburg Lower Field (8:30 %&)
May 15 Strasburg Lower Field (8:30 %&)
May 18 Strasburg Upper Field (8:30 %&)
May 29 Strasburg Lower Field (7 %&)
Jun 2 Gap Park Doubleheader (7 %&)
Jun 12 Strasburg Upper Field (8:30 %&)
Jun 19 Strasburg Upper Field (7 %&)
Jun 26 Strasburg Lower Field (7 %&)
Schedule subject to change. See article on 

Page 3 for more information.

Clair Leaman to stay on as Adult Choir Director
Recently the Board of Elders invited Clair Leaman to stay on as the director of 
CMBC's Adult Choir. Clair is a graduate of the Westminster Choir College and 
has directed the Messiah Sing-a-long for many years.

ªClair has done such a fantastic job, ® lling in for me following my arm sur-
gery,º said Pastor Ken Stewart. ªI decided to ask the elders to allow him to stay 

on as director. Clair has the passion, the training, and the experience to make the 
choir a consistently strong and e# ective part of our worship ministry.º As with all 
our ensemble directors, Clair's ministry will be on a volunteer basis. Meanwhile, 
Pastor Ken will continue to devote more time to developing other aspects of wor-
ship at CMBC.

Our thanks to the many capable musicians who help us worship each week$

Awana Closing Program
Wednesday, May 6, 6:45 PM
Light refreshments will follow.

The Extreme Challenge Camp Preview
Wednesday, May 13, 7:00-8:15 PM
! e  evening, for children in grades 3-6, will be 
® lled with crazy games and Bible learning. Even 
if you do not plan to go to camp (Aug. 3-7), 
you're still invited to join in the fun. Two 
half-o#  coupons will be randomly given to 
children who attend. Register at this event 
and receive *5 o#  the cost of camp.

VeggieConnections
Summer Wednesdays, 6:45-8:30 PM
Veggie Tales characters help 3- to 5-year-olds 
learn to connect with God in every part of life. 
VeggieConnections will meet every Wednesday, 
May 20-August 12 (except July 15 - VBS). To 
register, ® ll out the form in the ªWednesday 
Evenings 2009º brochure.

Heroes of the Faith and Future
Summer Wednesdays, 6:45-8:30 PM
Children who have ® nished K-5th grade will 
learn about 12 godly character traits from Prov-
erbs. Fun workshops include sports, puppetry, 
card-making, cooking, drama, and science lab. 
Heroes will meet every Wednesday, May 20-Au-
gust 12 (except July 15). Register on the form in 
the ªWednesday Evenings 2009º brochure.

Summer Playdate for Families
June 16, 10:00 AM

Paradise Park (Rt. 30, Paradise)
Bring a packed lunch to have a picnic.

Library Reading Program
A summer reading program for children through 
6th grade will begin on June 14. Chiildren will 
earn incentives for reading books from our 
church library. Stop by the library on June 14 for 
more details.

Cosmic City VBS
July 12-16 
6:00-8:30 PM
Our ªspace voyag-
ersº (age 3 through 
the end of 6th 
grade) will join 

Cosmic City Tours on 
a journey through a  ̄oat-

ing space city. Cosmic City Vacation Bible School 
will meet Monday through Friday in the evening. 
To register, complete the ªCosmic City º registra-
tion form, available in the church lobby.

Five-Day Clubs
Reach the children in your neighborhood for 
Christ by hosting a Five-Day Club. ! e se hour-
long Bible clubs are led by summer missionaries 
trained by CEF. To host a club, pick up a brochure 
from the summer display.

Get Involved!
Recruitment for Children's Ministry Summer 
Programs has begun$ Pick up a copy of the ªSum-
mer 2009 Volunteer Opportunit iesº booklet 
from the Children's Ministry bulletin board for 
more details about the available positi ons.

Call the church for more information 
about any of these activities.

Heather’s Corner News from the Director of Children’s Ministries

Sympathy
Please be in prayer for the following families 
who have lost loved ones recently:

Harold Beasley in the death of his sister, Anna 
Tiedman, on March 8.
Rodger + Nancy Anderson in the death of 
Nancy's mother, ! elma Johnson, on March 
18. ! elma is the grandmother of Andy, Peter, 
and Anna Anderson.
Friends and family of Leola Abbott, who 
passed away March 29.
Betty Wanner in the death of her husband, 
Guy, on April 16.

Congratulations
Don + Audrey Roop celebrated 50 years of 

marriage on March 22.
Josh + Sarah Vaughn welcomed Asher An-

thony to their family March 23. Judah is very 
proud of his new, litt le brother.

Jason + Sara Myer were united in marriage 
at CMBC on March 28. Jason is the son of Lisa 
Myer and the grandson of Dave + Peg Kau# man 
and Bob + Janet Myer.

Eric + Jen Edwards are rejoicing the birth of 
their ® rst child, Madelyn Rose, who was born 
April 8.

Andy + Christa Anderson welcomed a daugh-
ter, Talia Joelle, on April 20. Also rejoicing are 
Talia's grandparents, Rodger + Nancy Anderson 
and Joe + Barb Neustadter, and great-grand-
mother, Millie Fisher.
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