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Fall Back
Sunday, November 2

By Pastor Bob Reid

How much do people think that God is involved in His world? We 
get a hint from the strong negative reaction from media and politi-
cal circles to a statement made in a Christian school assembly by the 
governor of Alaska, Sarah Palin. ! e governor, commenting on her 
son's deployment to Iraq, said, 

Pray for our militar y men and women who are striving to do 
what is right. Also, for this country, that our leaders, our na-
tional leaders, are sending [U.S. soldiers] out on a task that is 
from God. ! at's what we have to make sure that we're pray-
ing for, that there is a plan and that that plan is God's plan.

Governor Palin seems to have suggested that God is involved 
in His world, and we should pray that we align ourselves with His 
purposes and not our own. Christians who have a similar world 
view might even have borrowed the words of Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, ªNot my will but your will be doneº (Luke 22:42). Such 
a thought is alien to our culture, which for the most part doubts 
God's involvement in our world.

When President Abraham Lincoln gave the !  anksgiving Procla-
mation in 1863 in the midst of the Civil War, he acknowledged that 

he saw God's involvement in our country. He wrote, 

! e  year that is drawing towards its close has been 
® lled with the blessings of fruitf ul ® elds and health-
ful skies. To these bounties, which are so constant-
ly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source 
from which they come, others have been added, 

which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they 
cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is 
habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Al-
mighty God¼No human counsel hath devised nor hath any 
mortal hand worked out these great things. ! e y are the gra-
cious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with  us 
in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.

Messiah     Savior          Redeemer

! e  Christmas story for the believer began with the promise of a M ! !"#$%
many years ago and culminated in the birth of a S#&"'(  in Bethlehem. ! e 
story is familiar: a star pinpointed the location of His birth; angels an-
nounced the event to shepherds on a hillside; magi from the east began a 
months-long journey to see the young king.

But the story doesn't end in the town of Bethlehem, or even in the city 
of Nazareth. It continues up the hill to Calvary, where the price of our sin 
was paid by the R )   * (  and leads us into the future, as we wait with  
great anticipation for the return of Christ.

Messiah...Savior...Redeemer
Join the CMBC family as we celebrate the life of Christ on Sunday, 

December 14, at 6:30 "#. ! e program will include a variety of instrumen-
tal and vocal selections and a youth portr ayal of characters of the nativ -
ity. Participants include guest oboist Miss Rachel Rineer, the Adult Choir, 
Redeemed Ringers, along with CMBC's keyboardists, vocalists, and instru-
mentalists. You will be blessed as you listen to pieces ranging from John 
Stainer's sacred arrangement of ªGod So Loved the Worldº to traditi onal 
carols of the season.

Sunday, December 14, 6:30 PM

God’s Plan  continued on page 3
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for more details about church activities

! i s same president responded to 

¼a minister who said he hoped the 
Lord was on our side, that it gave 
him no concern whether the Lord 
was on our side or not `For,' he add-
ed, `I know the Lord is always on the 
side of right;' and with  deep feeling 
added, `But God is my witness that 
it is my constant anxiety and prayer 
that both myself and this nation 
should be on the Lord's side.' (from 
a sermon delivered at Lincoln's fu-
neral by Rev. Matthew Simpson on 
May 4, 1865)

Evidently President Lincoln was convinced 
that God is involved in our world, and we need to 
align ourselves with His plans. Did the culture of 
Lincoln's day protest his attitude?

People often strongly oppose thinking that 
God might intervene in the activiti es of 
our world. Reading the Christmas story we 
discover the resistance of a king who was 
troubled that God was invading the world in 
the form of a baby Who would be called the 
Christ, the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1-
18). How dare God invade Herod's domain$ 
Herod's response was to try to squelch any in-
vasion from God, even if it  meant infanticide.

How violent an individualÐor a cultureÐcan 
become when they resist the reality that God 

is involved in their world whether they 
acknowledge it or not. Such a possibility 
troubles those who ponder how answer-
able they are to the ªGod who is there 
and¼not silent,º as Dr. Francis Schae% er 
described Him. Secular philosophy sees 
the world as a closed continuum where 
God cannot enter and where people 
are the masters of their own destinies. 
! i nking that God has a plan to which 
we should align ourselves is counter-cul-
tural. 

In these days of uncertainty it is an 
encouragement to realize that God is not as dis-
tant as our culture has tri ed to positi on Him. God 
can intervene in our world, as He demonstrated 
in the ® rst coming of Christ at Christmas. Jesus 
Christ is engaged in our turbulent world today, 
promising to be ª¼with [us] always, even unto 
the end of the ageº (Matthew 28:20). Jesus, the 
Son of God, promised he will ªcome againº (John 
14:3). 

Since we know God is involved in our world, it 
would be wise to make sure our plans align with 
His. One of the best ways for that to happen is 
to spend time in God's Word. Discover exactly 
what God has revealed about His plans, and then 
be conformed to those plans by the renewing of 
your mind (Romans 12:1-2). As Governor Palin 
suggested, we need to pray that our plan is God's 
plan.

He is 
there 
and 

He is 
not 

silent
Francis 

SchaefferThanksgiving Offering
Our annual o% ering will be taken Novem-
ber%23%and%26 and will be divided equally 
among:

Craig%+%Debbie%Borgard,%Germny,%
reaching Gypsies in Romania. ! e goal of 
this ministry is to raise funds to purchase 
food baskets, ® rewood, medicine, and other 
needed items for families and children and to 
make further connections to share the Gospel 
with the improverished 
Gypsy population in 
Romania.

Laura%Moore,%Ukraine,%ministering with 
Fimiam Church in Lutsk. ! is is a vibrant 
church involved in drug rehabilitation, radio, 
classes for the disabled, English language 
classes, and many other ministries. ! ey are 
in a building program to accommodate their 
growing congregation.

Don%+%Winnie%Weaver,%Haiti, minister-
ing with Fellowship House Church to ad-

minister aid to families 
devastated by four recent 
hurricanes.

God’s Plan continued from back
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Junior & Senior High
There are Youth Gatherings every Wednesday 
from 6:45-8:30 PM. Senior High meets in the 
Youth Building, and Junior High meets in the 
Youth Room.

Nov 14 Open Gym @ Linville Hill    
(6:30-9 "#)

Nov 15 Girls' Event - Pottery Works     
(9 &#-12:30 "#)

Nov 15 Guys' Event - Hershey Bears 
(4:30-11 "#)

Nov 29 Youth * Young Adult Worship 
(7:00 "#)

Dec 12 Open Gym @ Linville Hill   
(6:30-9:00 "#)

Dec 17 Christmas Party * Caroling     
(6-9 "#)

Dec 21 Youth Service * Co% ee House 
(6:30 "#)

Vis it CMBCYouth.org for complete details 
about all youth events.

50+ Club  For adults 50 and older

Nov 15 Potluck Lunch in Lefever Hall 
(11 &#-2 "#)

Dec 11 Caroling and delivering fruit 
baskets to shut-ins (8:30 &#) 

Women’s Ministry
Tuesday%Tea
Meets every other Tuesday from 9:15-
11:15 &#. Meetings take place in Lefe-
ver Hall at the church unless otherwise 
noted. Free childcare for infants through 
age 5 is provided at the church.
Nov 4 Makeover Morning
Nov 18 Simple Gifts with Photographs
Dec 2 Annual Cookie Exchange at 

Christiana Freight Station. 
Childcare at the 
church.

Dec 13 Women's Christ-
mas Brunch. 
Watch for de-
tails.

COMING 
EVENTS

Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 14, 6:30 PM

See article on page one for details.

Candlelight Carols
Wednesday, December 24, 7:00 PM

A Christmas Eve tradition at CMBC

Women’s Retreat
January 23-25, 2009
Registration begins December 7

December Library Storytime
ª! e bear cubs awoke from their deep winter 

slumber.º ªWhat can it be?º they cry, ªbreathless 
with wonder.º Where has the mysterious star 
come from? Find out the answer at December's 
library storytime$ At storytime, we will be 
reading A Star So Bright: A Christmas Tale, 
designing a special Christmas craft, and eat-
ing a yummy holiday treat, all in celebration of 
our Savior's birth$ Join us at the CMBC library 
on Saturday, December 6, from 9:30-10:30 &#. 
Children ages seven and under are invited when 
accompanied by an adult.

Sunday School Christmas Program
! e  2008 Sunday School Christmas Program 

for children in kindergarten through sixth grade 
will be held on Sunday, December 21. ! is year's 
program, ªWhat God Wants for Christmas,º is 
one you won't want to miss$ ! e program will 
include a puppet skit, Christmas songs, and 
several surprises. ! e program will take place 
during the Sunday School hour (9:30-10:30 &#) 
on December 21.

Heather’s Corner 
News from the Director of Children’s Ministries Sympathy

We extend our deepest sympathy to Albert 
Johnson, who lost his brother, Les Johnson, 
on September 4 and his brother-in-law, Jay 
Swope, on September 28. Les and Jay are Phil 
Johnson's uncles.

Jim * Suzanne Fry are mourning the death 
of Jim's mother, Esther Fry, who passed away 
September 8. Please keep the Frys in prayer.

Pray for Lucy Lapp and her family as they 
mourn the death of Leroy Lapp on September 
10. Leroy and Lucy were married over 60 years.

Congratulations
Jerry * Alis on (Hershey) Richter were mar-

ried September 27. Alison's parents are Don * 

Judy Hershey.
Josh * Holly Foster welcomed a son, Caleb 

John, into their family October 2. Also rejoicing 
are proud grandparents Keith * Sue Seace.

On October 10 * 11, CMBC's Fall Fashion 
Frolic blessed hundreds of local families with 
good used clothing and household items. In a 
random drawing of names of those attended, 
Susan Lapp and Kimberly Winkler each won a 
gift certi® cate to Dienner's Restaurant.

Brian * Joy (Gordley) Gillespie were united 
in marriage October 11. Joy is the daughter of 
Jim * Emily Gordley and the grand-daughter of 
Eby * Gladys Kreider.

Leon * Lin dsay (Harrington) Yates were 
married at CMBC October 18.

CMBCfamily news
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