
Sunday, December 13, 6:30 PM
Set during the Civil War era, ªChristmas at 
Homeº is the story of Emmanuel McLaw, 
a young Christian who leaves home to 
become a drummer boy but promises his 
mother he'll be home in time for Christ-
mas. After being injured in battle, Manny's 
ªhomecomingº does not happen quite as he 

planned. 
Written by Ron & Shelly Hamilton. 

Directed by Clair Leaman and Lori Haley and 
featuring our Adult Choir
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 hristmas at home
A Christmas Musical Drama

Several special features of our an-
nual ! anksgiving Eve service will 

make this year's event especially ªfamily 
friendly.º 

! e service will begin in the audito-
rium, where you may place non-per-

ishable food donations on the steps 
in the front of the auditorium. ! e 

donated food will be given to ! e Fac-
tory youth ministry to help them estab-
lish a food pantry for the community 

of Paradise. Many of us have been blessed 
in abundance; this will provide a great op-
portunity for parents to take their chil-
dren shopping for food to give to others 
less fortunate. 

After a few songs of thanks we will 
move to three di" erent locations in the 
church for a variety of thanksgiving 

expressions. In one location, there will 
be opportunities to focus on Scriptures 
of thanksgiving. In another room there 
will be an emphasis on prayers of thanks 
to God for His blessings. A third location 
will o" er a place to write or draw expres-
sions of thanks to God for His blessings 
this past year. ! e completed panels will 
be displayed for several weeks to remind 
us of all we are grateful for. ! e evening 
will conclude back in the auditorium with 
a time for spoken testimonies from the 
congregation to thank God for all He has 
done for us. 

Every generation will bene# t from this 
unique service of thanksgiving on Novem-
ber 25 at 7:00 $%. Mark your calendar 
and plan to be there. 

Giving Thanks as a Family
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by Pastor Bob Reid 
! e Christmas record in Scripture reveals a variety of occasions 

where fear was woven into the fabric of everyday life. 
Zacharias, a priest serving in the Temple, is confronted by the super-

natural appearance of an angel of the Lord and he responds with fear (Luke 
1:11-12). What causes this fear? God had chosen to answer his prayer for a son, 

a message that should cause ªjoy and gladnessº (1:13). Yet when God answers that 
prayer unexpectedly, at an unlikely time (18), and in an unorthodox manner, Zacha-

rias reacts with fear. ! e angel challenges him to ªnot be afraid.º 
When an angel appears to the virgin Mary with the announcement that she is to be 

blessed and is to have a special child called the Son of the Highest (Luke 1:26-33), her heart 
immediately # lls with fear, and she is challenged to ªnot be afraidº (30). Her reaction to the 
unexpected messenger with an unexplainable messageÐshe, a virgin, would have a childÐseems 
reasonable.

Shepherds in silence caring for a * ock of sheep on a dark Judean hillside (Luke 2:8-14) are 
told, ªDo not be afraid,º (10) when they encounter the unimaginable sight of angels with the 
unbelievable message that there could be ªon earth peace, goodwill toward menº (14). ! is was 
counter to the historical events of the day as the nation of Israel squirmed under the bondage of 
Rome rule. ! e shepherds' response of fear appears reasonable as they were faced with an unlike-
ly prospect announced to them in an unconventional way.  

! roughout his Gospel Luke records people being afraid when God invades 
their personal world (5:10, 26; 7:16; 8:25, 37, 50; 9:34, 45). It appears 
that people want a God who is predictable, explainable, and 
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Thanksgiving Offering
• is year we want to share our blessings with 
others in various parts of the worldÐin ªJeru-
salem, Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.º 

• ere will be an opportunity to donate 
food items for the food pantry being started 
at • e Factory in ParadiseÐour ªJerusalem.º 
We want to share a ! nancial gift with the City 
Gate Mission in CoatesvilleÐour ªJudea and 
SamariaºÐas they remodel their Missions 
Hall and purchase food for their ministry to 
men who have been released from prison. 
Another monetary gift is to be designated for 
Zaporozhye Bible College to put the roof on 
their new classroom building in UkraineÐour 
ªends of the earth.º 

Please ask the Lord how you might be 
involved in this special • anksgiving o" ering. 
• e o" ering will be received at the end of the 
services on November 22 and at the close of 
the • anksgiving Eve service, November 25.

conventional. Often the God who is revealed 
in Scripture, however, chooses not to manifest 
these attributes. Humanity responds with great 
shock and fear as they see God choosing to work 
outside of human convention to accomplish 
His sovereign purposes in ful! lling His divine 
prerogative. Imagine such audacityÐGod acting 
like God# 

God does the same thing today as He did 
that ! rst Christmas over 2,000 years ago. He 
comes into our world, sometimes unexpectedly 
and perhaps in an untimely manner. Maybe 
God announces an unexplainable message (like 
mercy and grace that we do not deserve#) in 
some unimaginable or unconventional way. Our 
response is often like these characters in the 

Christmas story: we fear. 
Looking further at these individuals, how-

ever, we see how we must ultimately respond 
to our fears. Zacharias obeyed. Mary yielded to 
God's will. • e shepherds checked out the mes-
sage they heard and then declared it to others. 
Fears do come to us in this fallen world. Will 
we respond to them by faith in God? Or will 
the fear paralyze us or propel us toward some 
unpro! table response? 

Jesus, the Prince of Peace, announced peace 
to a world that lacked peace (John 14:27). He 
does the same thing in our day. In this Christ-
mas season, let us carry the message of peace to 
a world that clearly needs an antidote to their 
pervasive fear.       
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www.calvarymonument.org
for more details about church activities

November & 
December

INFO       FLon the

Junior & Senior High
MIDWEEK meets every Wednesday, 6:45-
8:30 PM. Sr. High meets in the Youth Build-
ing. Jr. High meets in the Youth Room.
Nov 8 DC*B Concert @ Calvary Church, 

Cost: $20, 6-11 %&
Nov 13 OPEN GYM @ Linville Hill,     

6:30-9 %&
Nov 21 Service Project
Nov 25 • anksgiving Eve Service instead 

of MIDWEEK
Nov 28 Care Group Outings
Dec 11  OPEN GYM @ Linville Hill,     

6:30-9 %&
Dec 23 Christmas Party for Jr/Sr High, 

6:45-9:00 %&
Dec 27 Christmas COFFEE HOUSE,    6-9 

%&
Dec 30 Roller Skating @ • e Castle, 

6-9:30 %&
Visit CMBCYouth.org for complete details 
about all youth events.

50+ Club  For adults 50 and older

Nov 6 Byer's Choice + Peddler's Village, 
9:15 ;&-4:15 %&

Dec 12 Caroling + Delivering Baskets to 
Shut-ins, 8:30 ;&

Pick up a ! yer in the church lobby for more 
details about 50+ Club events.

Women’s Ministry
Tuesday Tea, 9:15-11:15 ;&
For women of all ages. Free childcare pro-
vided for infants and pre-school children.
Nov 3 ªHe Reignsº with Yvonne Pratt
Nov 17 ªCreative Gift/Food Ideas on a 

Budgetº with Judi Martin
Dec 1 Cookie Exchange + ªWrapping 

Our Minds Around Itº
Christmas Brunch @ Shady Maple
 December 5, 9:00-11:30 ;&
Women's Retreat

January 22-24, 2010Ð
Registration begins 
December 6.

 

Pick up a < yer in the church lobby for 
details about packing a shoebox that will bless 
a child in need. Drop o"  ! lled shoeboxes in 
the church lobby between November 1 and 
November 15. Questions about Operation 
Christmas Child? Contact Jewell Shivery.

Heather’s Corner 
from the Director of Children’s Ministries

Saturday
December 12 
9:30-10:30 AM
At our Christmas 
Storytime, we'll be 
celebrating Jesus' 

birth. We'll read • e Greatest Shepherd of All, 
design a special Christmas craft, and make a deli-
cious treat. • ere will be a few other surprises as 
well. Children age seven and under are invited to 
attend when accompanied by an adult.

Children’s Sunday School 
Christmas Program
Sunday, December 20, 9:30-10:30 AM
Join us for this year's Christmas program, ªOnce 
Upon A Christmas.º You'll hear from Mary, Jo-
seph, an angel, and a shepherd, and get to be part 
of the action yourself# You'll also create a special 
ornament to remember the real reason for the 
season.

Date:   Saturday, December 5

Time:  9:00-11:30 ;&

Place:  Shady Maple 
Banquet Center

Speaker:   Eleanor Isaacson

COST:  $12

For ladies 12 and older. 

Tickets available 

beginning 

November 15. 

Ladies’
Christmas

Brunch

Library 
Storytim E

Sympathy
Please be in prayer for the following families 
who have lost loved ones recently:
· Rodger + Nancy Anderson in the loss of 

Nancy's father, Harry Johnson, on August 
26. Harry is the grandfather of Andy, Peter, 
+ Anna Anderson.

· Susan Lapp in the death of her mother, 
Naomi Lapp, on August 28.

· Vernon + Lois Wright and their children af-
ter the death of Lois's father, David Scheiber, 
on September 4.

· Miriam Umble, in the loss of her brother, 
Ammon Kau" man, on September 7.

· Bill + Tawnya Haag and their boys in the 
loss of Tawnya's father, Robert Shelton, on 
September 13.

· Marshall + Lois Ferguson in the death of 
Lois's mother, Iva Berkheimer, on Septem-
ber 17 and the loss of Marshall's brother, 
Joseph, on September 24. Kim Anderson is 
Iva's granddaughter and Joseph's niece.

· Freida Gerhart in the loss of both her broth-
er, Bill Yohn, and her sister, Janet Gro" , on 
the same day, October 1.

· Mike + Laurie Schenke and their children in 
the death of Laurie's father, Richard Stuver, 
on October 12.

· Marvin + Shirley Herr and their boys in the 
loss of Shirley's mother, Mary Grombling, on 
October 14.

Congratulations
To Randy + Wendy Reich in the birth of 

twins, Emersyn Iyalla and Ian Channing, on 
August 30. Also rejoicing are proud grand-
parents, Wayne + Pat Buckwalter, and great-
grandparents, Tom + Ann Garnett.

To Charlie + Connie Good in the birth of 
their daughter, Lauren Elizabeth, on Octo-    
ber 1. Sharing in the joy are proud grandpar-
ents, Howie + Mary Lou Frisbie.

To Chris + Jill High, who welcomed a 
daughter, Alexis Brooke, on October 6. Also 
rejoicing is proud uncle, Kevin High.

To Barry + Brenda Bard in the birth of a 
son, Wesley Edward, on october 18. Sarah is 
very happy to be Wesley's big sister.

CMBCfamily news

Page 2


